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History of Gifted Education in
Illinois

bout gifted programming

e growtl h-ability students



Negative Consequences of
Proficiency-Based Accountability

* NCLB created strong incentives for schools to focus on
students below the minimum proficiency bar and
inadvertently neglect the growth of advanced students

» 30% to 48% of U.S. students scoring in the NAEP top 10%
on reading or math tests descend out of the top decile
as they continue through school (Xiang et al., 2011)

» Disadvantaged students who are dependent on the
schools to identify and nurture their potential are most
likely to lose ground



Current Gifted Education
Landscape in IL
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Illinois Excellence Gaps




Significance of ESSA
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Importance of Measuring the
Growth of High Achievers

« 33% of students in Illinois already meet or exceed
proficiency (Illinois Report Card)

» 20%-40% of students are achieving one full grade level or
more beyond their age peers in reading and 11%-30% are
doing so in math (Makel et al., 2016)

* |llinois currently has among the largest academic
excellence gaps in the country: 15% of 4t graders and
12% of 8t" graders who did not qualify for free or
reduced price lunch in Illinois scored at the advanced
levels on the 2013 NAEP math test, while only 2% of
students who qualified for free or reduced price lunch
scored at advanced levels (Plucker, 2016)



IAGC ESSA Accountability
Recommendations

« Adopt a “true” growth model based on individual student
growth across the entire achievement spectrum, and do not
diminish weight for students moving to achievement levels
beyond proficient. Weight growth more heavily than the
proficiency/attainment indicator

 Prioritize and incentive closing “opportunity” and “excellence
gaps’ between economic and racial subgroups by adding a
school quality indicator that looks at access to a broad
curriculum, including enrichment and advanced academic
opportunities.

» Make students who have scored within the top 10% in one or
more years a disaggregated subgroup for reporting. Create a
dedicated page in the Illinois Report Card to display the
achievement and growth of this group.



Advocacy Efforts and Results

» Educate policy makers and stakeholder groups about the
importance of accounting for high ability students

* |llinois Balanced Accountability Measure Committee

» |AGC represented the voice of high ability students at biweekly
meetings; presented on growth models

» Committee recently voted to recommend a growth model and
school quality indicator in line with our recommendations, and to
weight the growth indicator more heavily than proficiency

e |SBE Listening Tour Meetings and ESSA draft plan feedback
» Congressional ESSA hearings

* Monitor final revisions of state plan prior to submission to
U.S. Dept. of Ed in April






Acceleration




Components of Acceleration
Legislation

« Expand access to assessment for possible accelerated
placement

« Require policies addressing early entrance to
kindergarten and first grade, subject acceleration,
whole grade acceleration, and early high school
graduation and allow other forms of acceleration

* Require research-based procedures to ensure good
decisions about acceleration and successful
transitions for accelerated students




Components of Acceleration
Legislation

Referral and Evaluation Acceleration Evaluation
e Multiple ways for CommTttee
students to be referred « Multiple members of

committee including
sending and receiving
teacher

e Must use a process
approved by state Gifted

« Reasonable timeframe
for assessment

e Parents informed about
assessments used

» Specifies an appeals Advisory Committee
. * Mandates written
» Limits cost to families acceleration plan

e Desighation of someone to
monitor plan
implementation



Components of Acceleration

Legislation

Accelerated Placement

» Specifies a “hold harmless”
transition period

» Accelerated placement can be
revised after implementation

« Acceleration plan follows
student to ensure continuous
progress

« Students admitted early to
kindergarten or first grade
shall be treated like age-
typical students in the
allocation of state funding

State Board Responsibilities

» Gather and report data on:

* number of students evaluated
and placed in accelerated
settings;

* The number of students
participating in an enrichment
program or advanced academic
course taught by a teacher with
a gifted education
endorsement.

* Develop and disseminate guidance
to districts regarding state testing
for accelerated students



Untapped Potential Report 2016
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Untapped Potential Act-Sighed
into Law, July 2016
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State Report Card Bill
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Get Involved
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