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Differentiation and Understanding by Design:  

Connecting Content and Kids 
 

WHAT WILL BE COVERED? 
 The two models, Differentiated Instruction (DI) and Understanding by Design 
(UbD), are interdependent ways of thinking about and planning for student success in the 
classroom.  UbD is a curriculum model that guides teachers in creating curriculum that 
supports student understanding and transfer of content while attending to the demands of 
state standards.  Differentiation is an instructional model that guides teachers in 
developing classrooms that are actively attentive to the needs of academically diverse 
student populations.  Both models emphasize the central role of assessment in effective 
classrooms. Class participants will examine the key elements of both models, how they 
can work together, and how teachers can use the two models to ensure high quality 
curriculum and successful instruction for a wide range of students. By applying key 
principles of UbD and DI to their own curricular and instructional plans, participants will 
have the opportunity to develop a richer understanding of the underpinnings of quality 
curriculum, instruction, and assessment. 
 

WHAT SKILLS WILL THIS HELP ME DEVELOP? 
Upon completion of the class, the learner will be able to: 

• Design a rationale for combining Differentiated Instruction and 
 Understanding by Design, 
• Discover the role of students and learning environment in teacher planning, 
• Connect content standards and Understanding by Design 
• Establish essential knowledge, understandings, and skills, 
• Plan backwards for student success: assessment and lesson design, 
• Teach forward: the role of pre-assessment and formative 
 assessment in informing instruction, 
• Establish key principles of effective differentiation, 
• Learn instructional strategies for differentiation, 
• Manage a differentiated classroom. 

This class addresses IAGC Knowledge Standards 1, 4, 6, & 8. 
 

WHAT ARE THE DATES, TIME FRAMES, AND LOCATION? 
Class will meet from 8:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m. on June 18 & 19, 2007.  
Registration and breakfast begin at 8:00 a.m. Breakfast, lunch & snacks included.   
Location: Doubletree Hotel, 2111 Butterfield Road, Downers Grove, IL 60515 
A limited number of sleeping rooms have been reserved at a conference price of 
$129/night.  Mention IAGC when you register.  Call 1-800-222-TREE or direct at 630-
971-1021. Reservations must be made by Wednesday May 23 to obtain this rate. 
Free shuttle to Yorktown or Oakbrook Mall with 24 hour advanced notice.  Stay and 
shop!  
 



About the Presenters 
Carol Ann Tomlinson 
 Carol Ann Tomlinson is Professor of Educational Leadership, Foundations, and 
Policy at the University of Virginia (UVa) where she was named Outstanding Professor 
in 2004.  Prior to joining the UVa faculty, she was a classroom teacher for 21 years, 
working at the primary, middle school, and high school levels.  During that time, she also 
administered district programs for struggling and advanced learners.  She was Virginia’s 
Teacher of the Year in 1974. 
 Carol is author of over 200 books, book chapters, articles, and professional 
development materials, many of them focused on differentiating instruction.  Among the 
books which she has authored or co-authored are How to Differentiate Instruction in 
Mixed Ability Classrooms, The Differentiated Classroom: Responding to the Needs of All 
Learners, Fulfilling the Promise of the Differentiated Classroom, and three 
Differentiation in Practice books for grades K-5, 5-9, and 9-12.  Most recently, she co-
authored, with Jay McTighe, Integrating Differentiated Instruction and Understanding by 
Design: Connecting Content and Kids.  Carol’s books have been translated into ten 
languages. 
 She works throughout the country and abroad with educators who want to make 
their schools and classrooms increasingly responsive to academically diverse learners. 
Carol will examine the key elements of UbD and Differentiation, how they can work 
together, and how teachers can use the two models to ensure high quality curriculum and 
successful instruction for a wide range of students on Monday. 
Jessica Hockett 
 Jessica Hockett is a doctoral student in Educational Psychology (gifted education 
emphasis) at the University of Virginia. As a Research Assistant at the National Research 
Center on the Gifted and Talented, Jessica conducted qualitative data analysis for a 5-
year study of talent identification and development in underserved primary grade 
students.  She has a M.A.T. in secondary education from National-Louis University and a 
M.A. in Gifted and Talented Education from the University of Connecticut. A former 
middle school teacher in the Chicago area, Jessica taught English, social studies, and 
math for academically gifted students. She won the 2005 National Association for Gifted 
Children Curriculum Studies Division award for her unit In the Muck: A Study and 
Practice of Investigative Journalism and is the co-editor of the division’s newsletter, 
SCOPE. In addition, Jessica works as a consultant on differentiated instruction to schools 
across the country. 
 Jessica will work with participants to apply key principles of UbD and DI to their 
own curricular and instructional plans on Tuesday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To register please fill out the following form and send to: IAGC Registrations, 800 
E. Northwest Hwy., Suite 610, Palatine, IL 60074.   
 

Tomlinson Registration Form 
June 18 & 19, 2007 

 
Name_________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Address_________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip__________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone___________________________________________________ 
 
District________________________ School_________________________ 
 
Position______________________________________ Grades__________ 
 
Work Address__________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip__________________________________________________ 
 
Work Phone______________________________ FAX_________________ 
 
Email __________________________________SS#___________________ 
       (Necessary for college credit) 
 
Registration fee includes breakfast, lunch, beverages and afternoon snack. 
IAGC Membership No._______________________ 
__________$50 New Member fee (in addition to registration fee) 
__________$325 Early Bird, prior to May 4, 2007 
__________$375 Late registration, after May 4, 2007  
__________Total 
 
IAGC Non-members 
__________$375 Early Bird, prior to May 4, 2007 
__________$425 Late registration, after May 4, 2007 
No refunds will be made after the class date.  A $25 handling fee will be charged for 
all cancellations.  
 
One hour graduate credit through Aurora University is available for an additional 
$125.  The registration and payment for graduate credit will take place on the first 
day of the class.  Checks should be made out to IAGC.   14 CPDU’s available. 
 
Questions? Call the IAGC office at 1-847/963-1892; FAX 847/963-1893 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


